Biography Project

Mrs. McEvilly

Canton Middle School

8th grade reading

      Project Goals

Students will research a person who was famous during the civil war/slavery time.

Students will create a non-fiction flip book.
Students will present their books to the class during a Book Buffet.

Project Steps

The students will brainstorm and choose a person to research (see options below).

The teacher will review critical research and source citing.
The students will collect research including sources using 2 online resources and 1 encyclopedia.  
The students will properly cite sources.

The students will create a flip book based on the information learned. 

The students will reflect on what they have learned.  

The students will briefly share their reflections with a partner.

Students will present their books to the class during Book Buffet. 
These are options, other people can be requested.

	War Generals:

Nathan Forrest

Ulysses S. Grant

Robert E. Lee

Philip Sheridon

Joseph Johnston

Benjamen Butler

John Hood

William Sherman

Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson

George McClellan

George Pickett

George Meade

General Burnside

Presidents:

Abraham Lincoln


	Politicians

Stephen Douglass

William Lloyd Garrison 

John Crittendon

Others:

Frederick Douglas

John Wilkes Booth

Dred Scott
Jefferson Davis
Women:

Sojourner Truth

Harriet Tubman

Clara Barton

Grimke Sisters

Harriet Beecher Stowe




Flip Book Checklist

Requirements—this flip book should be very colorful and creative.  Each page is worth 10 points. Each source note card is worth 5 points (15 total).  Reflection sheet is worth 10 points. There are 85 total points.  Late projects will receive a 0/85.
Page descriptions








Points

	Cover Page—Illustration of Person, Person’s Name, Your Name. There should be no “white space” left on this page.  It should be in full color! 
	

	Childhood—Draw a picture that is relevant to his/her childhood and write a detailed caption.  Picture must be colored.
	

	Civil War-- How was he/she involved in the Civil War/Slavery time period?  Draw a picture and color it.  Write a detailed caption.  
	

	Life Lessons-- What are the two or three most important lessons you or any other young person might learn from the way this person lived? 
	

	Interview Page—5 questions that you would like to ask that person.  They cannot be “yes” and “no” questions.  They need to be interview-like questions that would require this person to think before answering.
	

	Glossary Page—5 word glossary of terms and definitions (in your own words) that are relevant to that person. 
	

	
	









            Total points     ___/ 60
Online Resources
http://www.biography.com/
http://www.infoplease.com/people.html
http://www.ala.org/gwstemplate.cfm?section=greatwebsites&template=/cfapps/gws/displaysection.cfm&sec=11
http://www.multcolib.org/homework/biohc.html
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi/aa
http://www.pbs.org/history/history_biographies.html
http://citationmachine.net/index2.php?start=&reqstyleid=1&mode=form&reqsrcid=MLAReference&more=&nameCnt=1#   encyclopedia
http://citationmachine.net/index2.php?start=&reqstyleid=1&mode=form&reqsrcid=MLAWebDocument&more=&nameCnt=1#   online document

Assessment

The following categories will be assessed using a checklist.
The students will self assess as well as a teacher assessment.
The students will turn in the flip book, reflection sheet, and source & research pages.
